


Report of  Thomas Everist, Patrolman 
Lawrence Township Police Department 

Mercer County 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648  

609-896-1111 
  

Drunk-Driving Report – 1/27/08 
  
On Sunday January 27, 2008, I was working a 3:00 pm to 11:00 pm patrol shift. At 
approximately 17:45 hours I was dispatched to an MVA at the intersection of 
Federal City and Denow Roads. Upon arrival, I saw a grey passenger automobile, 
Nissan Maxima which had collided with a tree. No fire was present although stream 
was coming from the front engine area where the vehicle had struck the tree. I 
noted that both the driver�s door and the rear driver�s side door were open. 
  
I radioed my dispatcher about the MVA and request back-up and alert for possible 
injury. Within a few minutes, I was joined by Ptl. Andrew Lee. Ptl Lee and I 
positioned our vehicles so that they illuminated the accident scene and then exited 
my vehicle to inspect the area. I walked over to the crashed vehicle and shined my 
flashlight inside. There were no occupants present the in the vehicle. An air-bag had 
deployed in the front driver�s area. Blood was present on the rear portion of the 
driver�s seat in the rear passenger compartment. Several empty beer cans were 
strewn about the rear passenger compartment. 



Officer Lee and I then began a visual inspection of the area in an attempt to 
locate an operator. I began to walk the area in concentric circles using my 
flashlight. About 25 feet from the read of the vehicle, I noted a body lying 
on the ground. Upon further inspection, the body tuned out to be a male, 
approximately 20 years old. He was speaking on a cell phone, appeared 
dazed and had profuse blood on his face coming from what appeared to be 
a deep cut on his forehead near the hairline. I signaled to EMT who had 
just arrived and they began administering first aid to the male. 
  
At this time, I instructed him to get off the cell phone and answer my 
questions to which he complied. I then began to question the male about the 
accident. He identified himself as Jack Patricks, age 21. I asked him what 
happened and he responded that, �Two deer ran out of the park, the car 
slid on ice and my car crashed.� I asked him how he was injured and he 
stated, �I hit my head when my car hit the tree.� 



During this conversation, I began to detect the strong odor of an alcoholic 
beverage emanating from Patricks� mouth. I asked him if he had had 
anything to drink before the accident and he responded, �No…nothing.� 
His speech was obviously slow and slurred. I asked Patricks if anyone else 
was in the car with him when the accident occurred. He initially said no 
and then with a second or two said yes, his friends. When I asked for their 
names and present locations he appeared angry and said, �Look man, I 
ain�t no rat…they all split and I don�t want to get anyone in trouble. 
That�s it.� I stressed repeatedly that I needed to know right now if anyone 
else was injured but Patrick declined to say any more at this time. 
  
Due to the head injury and on scene treatment by EMT, I could not 
administer any FST�s at the scene. Accordingly, I spent the next few 
moments further checking the area other witness or victims. 
I found none in the area. 



EMT Senior Responder McGlone informed me, due to the head injury that 
the driver would be taken to Capital Heath Systems ER in Hopewell for 
further evaluation and treatment. 
  
Patricks was conveyed to CHS by EMT in an ambulance, followed by 
Patrolman Lee. I initially remained at the accident scene to continue my 
investigation. A check with dispatch showed that Patricks was the 
registered owner of the Nissan Maxima involved in the crash. Dispatch also 
reported that his d/l was valid. LKA is 113 Lawrence Road in Lawrenceville 
08648. 
  
I cleared the accident scene and requested that an evidence tech return at 
daylight to take a photo of the accident scene before the vehicle was 
removed and impounded per John�s Law. I then proceeded to CHS to 
continue my investigation. 



Upon my arrival in the ER at CHS, I located Officer Lee and Patricks. 
Officer Lee told me he had just observed a blood sample being taken from 
the driver�s body by EMT staff for purposes of diagnosis and treatment. I 
once again requested that Patrick provide me with more complete 
information about the accident. In response, Patricks stated in noticeably 
slurred speech and in an angry manner, �I ain�t got nothing more to say to 
you cops. My new car is wrecked. I know my rights. What about my car?�. 
Once again, I detected the odor of an alcoholic beverage on the driver�s 
breath. I told him his car would be impounded per John�s Law. 
  
  
At this point, ER staff had completed their treatment. I observed that they 
provided the driver with 8 stitches to close his head wound. The injury I 
had seen on the hairline was covered with a bandage. The blood had been 
mostly cleaned from his face although a substantial amount remained on 
the front of Patrcks� shirt. I then requested that Ptl Lee place the driver 
under arrest at DUI, noting the time to be 19:03. I then advised him of his 
rights per Miranda. He was handcuffed by Ptl Lee (double-locked) and 
brought back to the station by me for further processing. 



During transport and back at the station, I continuously monitored 
Patricks for at least 20 minutes to make sure that he placed nothing in his 
mouth. Prior to administering the Alcotest, I asked the subject to perform 
standardized field sobriety tests, walk and turn. Subject declined to 
perform the test, stating that his head hurt too much. I then made sure that 
there were no electronic devices in the testing area and checked the 
driver�s oral cavity for foreign objects. None was detected. 
  
 
I then read the standard statement to the driver (paragraph 36) and he said 
he would submit breath samples. 
  
 
In order to administer the first test, I placed a new mouth piece on the 
blowing tube and instructed the driver to blow into the Alcotest as per the 
standard instructions. The driver provided a satisfactory sample and I 
repeated the same procedure to get a second satisfactory sample. The 
Alcohol Influence Report related a truncated BAC of .17%. Readings 
confirmed valid thru work-sheet A. 



When Patricks had cleared warrant check, I personally served him with a 
summons and complaint LT 006465 charging NJSA 39:4-50 and LT 006466 
charging reckless driving NJSA 39:4-96 with first appearance for February 
6th. Driver was then TOT Sgt. Reading for booking and to make a phone 
call and arrange for transport home. Arrestee�s Vehicle appeared to be 
inoperable after the accident and was ordered seized thru Hawks Towing 
by me the following day per John�s Law.  
  
Due to the personal injury, matter to be referred to MCPO 
  
Nothing further to report at this time. 
  
23:12 Hours - January 27, 2008. 
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Follow-up Report: 1-31-08 

State of New Jersey v. Jack Patricks 
LT 006465, 66 

 
  
On Tuesday January 29, 2008, I appeared before the Hon. Paul Catanese, 
PJMC for the purpose of obtaining a subpoena for the hospital records 
related to defendant Jack Patricks� blood alcohol level on January 27th. In 
support of my application, I submitted the following certification: 



I, Thomas Everist, of full age to certify the following to be true: 
  
1.) I am a full time, sworn police officer employed by the Lawrence 
Township Police Department. 
  
2.) On Sunday January 27, 2008, I responded to an accident scene 
involving a vehicle that was owned by and apparently driven by 
defendant Jack Patricks. 
  
3.) In my investigation, I noted that Mr. Patrick�s vehicle had been 
involved in serious, one-car motor vehicle accident. Mr. Patricks� mood 
was antagonistic. His speech was slow and slurred. I detected the strong 
odor of an alcoholic beverage on his breath when he spoke to me. I also 
observed numerous empty beer cans in the rear of the vehicle. 
  
4.) Shortly after the accident occurred, a blood sample was removed 
from the body of Mr. Patricks by ER staff at Capital Heath Systems in 
Hopewell. 



5.) I have been a police officer for 16 years and have been involved with many 
hundreds of cases involving intoxicated persons.  
  
6.) Based upon the foregoing, I have a reasonable belief that Jack Patricks was 
under the influence of alcohol at the time he operated his motor vehicle and 
that the results of the blood test taken for the purposes of diagnosis and 
treatment by the hospital staff would provide valuable evidence in our 
investigation. 
  
7.) Wherefore, I request that a subpoena duces tecum issue to Capital Heath 
Systems of Hopewell Township, NJ, directing that the results of the blood test 
performed on the sample taken from the body of Jack Patricks on January 27, 
2008 be turned over to the Lawrence Township Police Department. 
  
Pursuant to rule 1:4-4(B), I certify that that foregoing statements made by me 
are true. I am aware that if any of the foregoing statements are willfully false, I 
am subject to punishment.  
  
  
Judge Catanese signed the subpoena. I then served it on the records clerk at 
CHS. The results showed a serum blood alcohol content of .092% 



Stipulation of Parties 
  

State of New Jersey v. Jack Patricks 
LT 006465, 66 

  
In the above captioned matter, the State of New Jersey and defendant are prepared 
to stipulate the following as fact: 
  
1. The vehicle involved in the motor vehicle accident relevant to this case was 
registered to the defendant on January 27, 2008. 
  
2. The blood sample taken from the body of the defendant for purposes of diagnosis 
and treatment by emergency room staff at capital Heath Systems on January 27, 
2008 was done in a medically acceptable manner. 
  
3. The results of the blood test reflect testing of the sample taken from the 
defendant�s body on January 27, 2008 by emergency room staff at Capital Heath 
Systems. 
  
4. There will be no challenge before the Court as to the chain of custody or 
admissibility of the results of the blood test. 
  
5. The results of that test revealed a blood serum level of .092% 
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